CHAPTER  II

Capitalism and the Wage System

THE world is fall of preventible evils which most men
would be glad to see prevented.
Nevertheless, these evils persist, and nothing effective
is done toward abolishing them.
This paradox produces astonishment in inexperienced
reformers, and too often produces disillusionment in
those who have come to know the difficulty of changing
human institutions.
War is recognized as an evil by an immense majority
in every civilized country; but this recognition does not
prevent war.
The unjust distribution of wealth must be obviously
an evil to those who are not prosperous, and they are
nine tenths of the population. Nevertheless it continues
unabated.
The tyranny of the holders of power is a source of
needless suffering and misfortune to very large sections
of mankind; but power remains in few hands* and tends,
if anything, to grow more concentrated.
I wish first to study the evils of our present institutions,
and the causes of the very limited success of reformers in
the past, and then to suggest reasons for the hope